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July 17: About 5,000 truck drivers who work in the Colon duty-free port went on strike to protest a
decision by port administration permitting businesses located in the zone to employ their own truck
fleets. The strikers used their vehicles to block entrance to the port facilities. Truckers association
leader Ramon Garica asserted that only the Treasury Ministry has the authority to implement such
measures. He said Panamanian teamsters are protected by legislation which prohibits business
owners from controlling transport of their goods. July 18: Jaime Ford Lara, chief port administrator,
told reporters that the strike was causing financial losses of $30 million per day. Port deputy director
Gerardo Harris said that if the blockade continued, security forces would be called in to dislodge the
strikers. At present, an estimated 900 domestic and foreign firms have offices in the Colon free port
zone. July 19: Police arrested 56 strike leaders. July 21: Over the weekend, police removed truckers
and vehicles from access routes to the port area. July 22: Public transportation employees in Colon
and most teamsters based in San Jose joined the strike. Camilo Franceshi, teamsters' union leader in
Chiriqui, announced a 24-hour work stoppage to show solidarity with the Colon area truckers. The
National Private Enterprise Council (CONEP) released a communique expressing opposition to the
truckers' strike. CONEP called on the government to put an end to teamster monopoly of transport
services. July 23: Public school teacher union locals in Panama, Veraguas, Cocle, Colon and San Blas
departments announced 24- hour walk-outs effective July 24 in support of the truckers' strike. (Basic
data from Notimex, 07/18/19; ACAN-EFE, AFP, 07/22/91)
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